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The Mesolithic art s charsctenzed by ot
closeness to patre, dominance of wild animal Hgones
and hunting scenes represanting u hunong-gathering wiy
of lifies Stybistically, the anmmnt-figores i these paintings
ure close to the realistic portrayal of tnture, vigour and
correct rendening ol the anrmul Body, In severdl cases the
anhind! gompositiops are tbund Invarious moods

The next phase of puintings s chamcierized by
the idluence of Chaleolithne pottery designs. This was
obvioualy due 1o contaet between rmoek-shelier dwellérs
i Chaleolithic farmers of the plains The ammal bodies
me élabomately decommted by mincate - designs - like
Inthces, mgzags amd wavy lines. Domasiic smmnals nlso
muke their appenmnee n this phose

Subsequent o e Chaleolitine phinse, pamtings
belon to the nstone period when uebun Hle was well
cstablished in the pluins, These pauintings are yery often
superimnposc] over o older piehistong palntings. They
depict roval:progessions, battle scencd, and men tiding
caparisoned horses und eleplinns, wiclding mewal-tipped
spears, bows amnd armows, swordd and dhields, - and
doncing in gropps with arms mterrwined and to the
aecompamiment ol the music of drums. The ammal body
13 often disproportionate, distoned and also sivieed

Amimnds sich ag deer, bion, tger, wild boar,
clephants, monkeys, - anlelopes. lizards, pescocks,
thinooeros gl have begn abunduntlv depicted tn the rock
sheltecs. Populur relieious and ritualistic symbols nlso

occir freguently,

CMher Remning
Besides the rock ant. Bhimbelka 1= home to such
remains of yeweryenrs Hike walls of a moined
ciladel, monastenes, mam CSTHPRS
wmitionting Buddhist influence in the
Muaurya/Sungn perods m this aied
Fhere are various mscnpliong, whnch
date back 1o the Sunga, Kushon and Gupia

periods, Shankha script inscriptions nthesto
undeciphered are alse comuponly seen. Some
architectundd members of lemple belonging

i T Parmssrs peniod ire alsa hoticed. -
HIIAMIL

Overnll, Bhumbetka with the art treasure, serves us un
mvidusble chronicle in the history of man. The rock
paintings reves! the gradual progress and various
aduptations thot the early man wos making in his
lifiestyle.

How te Resch

By Air - Bhopal (about 45 km. from Bhimbetka) 15 the
nearest sirport conmected with Mumbad, Defhi, Indire
and Gwalior

By Rail :- Bhopal, on the Delhi-Chennm and Delhi-
v b

ina e 18 the most convernent rolhemnd.

By Road :- Bhimbetka 18 simated on the well
comected Bhapal-Hoshmgahad National Highway
No. 6%,

Best Seasan:- Julyio March
Timing:- Sunnse v Sunset
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Painled Rockshollersof

EHIMEETKA

A World Haritage Site

Archineologicol Survey of Indio
Bhopal Circle

Lacation

The rock-shelters of Bhimbetka inscribed as world
heritage by UNESCO, are located about 45 km. north-
east of Bhopal, the state capital of Madhyn Pradesh,
Situated along the Bhopal-Hoshangabad highway, these
shelters bear proximity to the Bhiyapura village in
Raisen district. The fringes of the ancient Vindhyachal
ranges are home 1o the extraordinary rock shelters and
paintings, its awesome rocks are fortifving the ancient
treasure within, Situated amidst lush greenery of dense
forests, rocky terrun and craggy cliffs, the rock shelters
of Bhimbetka present a breathtaking view extended to
Obaidullaganj, a small town in the viemty of
Bhimbetka.

Folklore

Bhimbetka owes its name {0 the characlers of the longest
epic in the world, the Mahabharata. As per local
traditions it 15 believed that when the five brothers,
called Pandavas, were banished from their kingdom,
they came here and stayed in these caves, the massive
rocks were used as a seat by the gigantic Bhimu, the
second Pandova. Further evidence, cited in support of
this theory, is the resemblance in names of the nearby
places with the numes of the Pandavas, Thus, one of the
villnge is known as Pandapur. While Bhivapurs, the
nearest village, is believed to be a distortion of
Bhimpurs. Regarding the surrounding Lakhajubar
forest, it 15 said that it was the Pandava's palace, Laksha
grilia (laksha) built of lac that was bumt down by the
Kauravas, However, the vemcity of these claims still
remains 1o be corroborated with concrete evidence,

The rock sheliers of
Bhimbetka were
discovered m 1957-
1958 by Dr. V5.
Wakankar. His
arechacological
excavations vielded
remning, serally from
the Lower Palacolithic Age tw the Early Medieval
Period. Over 400 painted rock-sheiters are found
distributed in five clusters, namely: 1 Bmneka, 1l
Bhonrawali, 111 Bhimbetka, |V Lakhajuar {east) wnd V
Lakhajuar (west),
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Cultural Remains ;

A number of attempts have been made to
excavate these rock shelters at Bhimbetkn by various
scholars sinee its first discovery to investigate cultural
remains of carly man. The Lower Paleolithic culture ix
helieved to be the eadiest cultural evidence al
Bhimbetkn. The Middle Paleolithic culture of
Bhimbetka has developed oum of the Acheulian culture,
and is indeed a continuation of the former Lower
Palacolithic culture. The Upper Pilseolithic phase
ulthough present is not very distinct ot the sie,
Palacolithic culture was followed by the Mesolithic
culture at Bhimbetka which is well defined. During this
period maximum number of rock-shelters were
occupied, clearly showmg that there was a phenomenal
increase in human population. The Mesolithic people
buried their dead m the living areas within the rock
shelters. Stone querns, mibbers, antlers, hone tools und
hematile nodules were placed with the dead as grave
goods, In the upper levels of the cultural deposit there 15
evidence of enrly historic pottery, iron tools and punch-
marked coms. I appears that doe to frequent contact
with the settled agnculturist of the plains the cave
dwelling hunter-gatherers not only took to metal
technology but gradually abandoned hunting - gathering
way of life and started seitling in the ploins to practice
sgriculture.

Rock Art

The rock paintings of Bhimbetka is ome ol the
carlicst record of art in Indin and sources of
contemporary life of different buman occupations right
from Mesolithic (C. 3000 -2500 BC), Chalcotithic (L.
2500- S00BC) to Historic period (C.500 BC onwards)
The paintings are found depicted on the walls, cetlings
and small hollows or niches of the naturally Formed
rock- shelters. Many times paintings are found located a
considernble heights and inconvenient places, Most of
the pumntings are in red or white colours thoug!
occasionally paintings in losh green or yellowast
colours are also seen. The colours were oltained fron
numerous stone nodulies of different shades which. an
locally available. The pigment produced from these
hemaotite and mognese nodules 5 mixed with water o
otber substances like glue as binders, Supenmpositior
of paintings a8 noticed in many of the shelters is helpin
in arrangng the paintings into a relative chronology or
the busis of their style and subject matter. The painting:
were made by thin brushes, probably made of twigs
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